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National and Polk County, lowa Perspectives

e Why Early Childhood and School Readiness is
Important

e Why a Neighborhood Focus is Needed

e How Neighborhood Level Data Can Inform
and Spur Policy Actions (Polk County, lowa
examples)
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Why Early Childhood and School Readiness is Important

Children’s Health and

Development

Protective
Factors

‘ Risk Factors

Improving the trajectory of child
health and development involves
increasing protective factors and
reducing risk factors -- which requires
a broad definition of child health
services.




Why Early Childhood and School Readiness is Important

What children know and can do at the time of kindergarten
entry affects how well they do by the end of third grade.

* Up to half of the gap in achievement scores in school
can be attributed to gaps already evident at the time of
Kindergarten entry.

Brooks-Gunn and McClanahan
Future of Children, Closing the Readiness Gap

 While schools can and should be responsible for
narrowing the gap between kindergarten and third
grade, eliminating the gap requires actions in the
earliest learning years... from birth to school age
Rothstein, Class and Schools
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Why a Neighborhood Focus is Needed

 Where Young Children Get Services

e Where Children Get Supports




Where Young Children Get Services

Elements of an Early Childhood De\_/elopment System

Early care and education
opportunities in nurturing
environments where

Comprehensive health
services that meet children’s

vision, hearing, nutrition, hild | hat
behavioral, and oral health as Earl_y :hf:‘f ;Z,;?: :uac:cnetd Eiln
well as medical health needs. LE.‘EII'I"III"IQ sehiaol ded lifa

Health,
Mental
Health and
Nutrition

Early Childhood Systems
Working Group




Where Children Get Supports

Learning colors-and shage§wlth = Sharing and teachmg ‘atoddler
mom atTﬁ'e-I»aundromat "~ ..~ friend how to ride a big wheel

Dressing up for a c
Celebratl(atﬁmusmmﬁz-m :
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How Neighborhood Data Can

Inform and Spur Policy Actions

e Prevalence of “School Unreadiness” and
Targeting Resources

e Lead Screening and Remediation Emphasis

e Early Childhood Education Program
Development




How Neighborhood Data Can

Inform and Spur Policy Actions

A Neighborhood Focus for Strategic Investments
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High Risk Census Tracts and
\\ MWalking Connections Meighborhoods
in Des Moines
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Prevalence of “School Unreadiness”

and Targeting Resources
Neighborhood Characteristics and Needs

Des Moines

Features of Des Moines’ Highest Risk High Risk Polk
Census Tracts Census Tracts County
Single Parent Families 46.6% 24.4%
Families with Children in Poverty 27.7% 8.3%
25+ Population No High School Diploma 27.7% 11.7%
Low Birthweight Births 8.6% 6.7%
0-6 Tested with Elevated Blood Lead Levels 7.1% 2.4%
Adolescent Births 6.7% 4.3%
DIBELS % Kindergartners At Risk 38.7% 2%
3'd Grade Reading Proficiency 49.8% 62.3%
% O- to 5-Year-Olds of Total Population 10.4% 8.9%

ACTION: Commitment to Focus UW Planning and Resources at

Neighborhood Level




Lead Screening and Remediation Emphasis

D Making Connections Boundary Percentage of Children (under 6 years) with
Percentage of Children Elevated Blood Lead Levels By Census Tract

(] No Children with Elevated Levels
[ ](0.1-1.9%)
| (2.0 - 3.9%)

C_](4.0-59%)
1 (6.0% - 8.9%)

B (9% & Above) \ ‘i 1: j |4

% of children 0-5 in MC with
an elevated blood lead
screen at some time within &
three years averages 8.4% _Itt[
(varies by census tract in MC [ At

from 3.7% to 10.6%).
Potential undetected child
lead poisoning in MC — 205
0- to 5-year-olds. L

’,,,,\*"', ACTION: Federal Grant Focusing Upon Select Neighborhoods

[POLICY _CENTER]




Early Childhood Education Program

Development

\

Location of Registered Homes /
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[POLICY _CENTER]

While 18.7% of Des
Moines’ young child
population, Making
Connections
neighborhoods
contain:

*24.6% of center
child care slots

*48.3% of registered
family child care
homes

ACTION: Training and Assistance for Home Care Providers




Contact Info

Charles Bruner
cbruner@cfpciowa.org

Executive Director Network Director
Child & Family Policy Center State Early Childhood Policy
www.cfpciowa.org Technical Assistance Network

www.finebynine.org

218 6t Avenue
1021 Fleming Building
Des Moines, 1A 50309

515-280-9027




